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Davy Stephenson would in the end have produced a satis-
factory lamp. Apart from the exposure of an aspect of
Davy's character,, the incident is instructive because it
shows that the pressure of industrial necessity was forcing
a solution of the problem of the safety-lamp along more
than one line. After 1815 Davy accomplished no great
researches. He became more aristocratical, and again
toured Britain and Europe. In 1820 he succeeded Sir
Joseph Banks as President of the Royal Society. Banks had
been opposed to his nomination as he preferred Wollaston^
whose manner was more sedate. But Wollaston withdrew,
so Davy received the honour he had so deeply coveted. In
spite of his extreme desire to be a great president, Davy
was not exceptionally successful. He mismanaged his
social entertainments and fretted at the refusal of the
governing :ckfe§'to allqw more prestige to science and him-
self. He;-'was hasty hi'.the conduct of business affairs. He
had not at first supported the nomination of Faraday for a
Fellowship. Nevertheless, in spite of his temperamental
weaknesses,, D.avy did not decrease the eminence of the
presidency. His" genius and fame were too great. His
loves for science and for himself were both very strong, and
equally real. The first enabled him to accomplish several
very important administrative contributions to culture. He
had a leading part in the founding of the British Museum
of Natural History, the Zoological Gardens and the
Athenaeum Club,
Davy's unhappy married life probably hampered him in
the performance of his social duties. It probably also sent
him on the almost continuous country visiting and travels.
He was irritated by the failure of investigations with which
he had been entrusted by the Crown, such as the unrolling
of manuscripts from Herculaneum and the prevention of
the corrosion of the copper sheathing of battleships. He
was willing to undertake anything, and was unreasonably
angry when he was not always successful.
In 1825 he became ill. He began to have symptoms of
paralysis. He became very irritable, and went on a tour to
Italy without his wife. From 1825 until 1829, when he

